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[image: ]How PDMPs analyze your Rx data



QUOTE HERE

Prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs) are state-run electronic abases that track all controlled substance prescriptions. PDMPs have expanded rapidly under the assumption they can address the opioid crisis.



Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs 







· Defining what constitutes “problematic behavior”

· Type 1 and Type 2 error (false positives and false negatives) in identifying “problematic” patterns among patients, prescribers, and pharmacists  

What PDMPs do with results of those analyses









· Law enforcement reports, investigations, and arrest

· Prescriber and patient censure 

· Prescriber behavioral signals that produce negative outcomes

· Patient abandonment and “blacklisting” 





For patients: PDMPs are rooted in drug control and surveillance, with intimate ties to law enforcement entities that have warrantless access to private medical records. Predictive algorithms--that are not available for public scrutiny--comb PDMP data for “problem patients.” Once a patient is flagged for having multiple prescribers or on a pain regiment determined dangerous, they are potentially blacklisted and ousted from medical treatment, and referred to law enforcement entities.  





For Providers: Prescribers who take on patients with complex disease presentations run the risk of being 

[bookmark: _GoBack]labeled “outliers” due to the volume of narcotic drugs they prescribe compared to their colleagues. Prescribers who treat such patients run the risk of investigations. 



VISION: reconfigure PDMPs as a tool for social good, rather than a tool of oppression, social control, and exclusion.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
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